
3/13/13 12:44 AMPaul Ryan’s Subtle Changes in Tone - Washington Wire - WSJ

Page 1 of 2http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2013/03/12/paul-ryans-subtle-changes-in-tone/tab/print/

March 12, 2013, 10:04 AM ET

ByKristina Peterson

WASHINGTON—The main elements of the House Republican budget released Tuesday morning look a
lot like the plan from last year. But this year’s blueprint takes a softer tone and acknowledges that
something happened in the year between the two proposals: an election.

“We understand that not everyone shares our view. And we respect that difference of opinion,” Rep.
Paul Ryan (R., Wis.) writes in the introduction to his fiscal year 2014 budget proposal. “Last year, the
American people chose divided government. So, this year, we have to make it work. We offer this
budget in recognition of that need—and in a spirit of good will.”

That’s a shift from last year’s more confrontational tone. Mr. Ryan at that time painted a choice between
“the bleak future to which the nation is currently headed” under the direction of President Barack
Obama, and a “prosperous future” that Republicans were championing. He later went on to be a main
participant in the election, as the GOP’s vice presidential nominee.

While many of the ideas in the new budget plan echo last year’s proposal, Mr. Ryan shuffles their order.
Last year, he began with defense, warning that national security was on a “collision course” with fiscal
policy. Mr. Ryan kicks off this year’s budget policy recommendations with a section on innovation,
college education and job training – subjects that Mr. Obama focused on during his successful re-
election campaign in an attempt to reach middle-class and lower-income voters.

Mr. Ryan’s subtle changes in tone come at a time when Republican leaders have said they must look
for new ways to connect with voters and to show that GOP lawmakers are out to improve the lives of
broad sections of the public.

This year’s GOP budget again pitches many proposals that Democrats are sure to reject, including
repealing the president’s health-care overhaul and turning Medicaid into block grants for states. A
competing plan from Senate Democrats, expected later this week, is likely to include tax increases that
are equally objectionable to many Republicans.
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